
October 8, 2019 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.   

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 19th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson brought forward an Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost or Destroyed Order or Warrant received from 

Brianna Eggen as the Director of the Dekko Community Center, warrant no. 503772 dated July 5, 2019 in the 

amount of $350.00.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the affidavit of lost check, waive the 

bond, and reissue the check to the Dekko Community Center in the amount of $350.00.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item addressed was a letter sent to the Board of Commissioners and Auditor Hanson from David 

Drown Associates, Inc., with regard to the proposed TIF District No. 2-3 in the City of Halstad asking for a 

waiver of the statutory notice and comment period contained in MN Statutes Section 469.175, subdivision 2.  

After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the waiver of statutory notice with 

comments on the proposed project.   Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.  The Board of Commissioners is looking forward to seeing the new Valley Hardware and Grocery 

project in the Halstad community.   

At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Redland asked Garry Johanson, ESO, to address the board; however, Garry allowed 

James Brue, County Attorney, to address the board before he began.  County Attorney Brue notified the 

board that he would not be able to be present at 11:00 a.m. due to scheduled court.  He stated he had 

nothing for the board, but should they need him before 11:00 a.m. he would be available in his office.   

At 9:35 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with his agenda items.  First on his agenda was an 

update on the Waukon Township Special meeting and the Amended Feedlot Ordinance #2019-1.  Garry 

stated that there had been a good turnout at the special meeting and stated that Waukon Township with the 

change in their Feedlot Ordinance was back to the same setback requirement as the County Feedlot 

Ordinance.  Garry stated there has not been an application submitted at this time, but he is aware there is 

some probing going on in the proposed area.  Mr. Johanson noted that the Waukon Town Board will be 

forming their Planning Commission and are looking at one of their officers being trained as a Feedlot Officer.   

Mr. Johanson then updated the board on Flood Plain Map revisions and explained the need for a future 

hearing to adopt an Amended Flood Plain Ordinance.   

Garry also updated the board on the FEMA visits with regard to spring flooding.  He noted that FEMA has 

visited with all townships who requested assistance and that they have visited with the County Highway Dept 

and County Sheriff a couple of times, and he expects they will be wrapping things up fairly quickly.  

Mr. Johanson also noted that he will be attending the Mn Association of County Planning and Zoning 

Administrators (MACPZA) conference in Ottertail, MN October 9th thru 11th.   

At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a short break.   

At 10:05 a.m. County Engineer, Keith Berndt, presented his agenda.  Keith began with two Applications for 

Maintenance Work on Drainage Ditches, one for CD 75 and the other for CD 17.  Engineer Berndt 

recommended the county highway crew survey CD 75 to see what needs to be done as far as maintenance.   

After discussion on both applications, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Highway Dept 

to survey CD 75 to determine what might be done as far as maintenance on CD 75.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

After discussion on the application for CD 17, the application was tabled in order to do further research on 

CD 17.   

Engineer Berndt updated the board on the CSAH 3 project, stating the weather has been holding them back 

but they are working when permissible.  Keith also noted the CR 36 & CR 38 projects are nearing completion 

with striping and rumble strips done.  There are a couple of spots where the contractor will need to do some 

repair to the asphalt.  Keith also updated the board on the Hendrum road raises, saying that three are 



completed and they are hoping to finish CR 25 road raise before winter, weather permitting.  Engineer 

Berndt also updated the board on the South Industrial Park project in Ada, stating it is coming along nicely, 

and hopefully will be in good shape by winter.   

Engineer Berndt also addressed the board with regard to the 5 year plan that was set before the 

commissioners by the previous Engineer Swenson.  He noted that an overlay was planned for the portion of 

CR 25 near Hendrum that had not been resurfaced earlier with the anticipation of the Hwy 75 project that 

was anticipated, so they will plan to do that project in 2020.  The CSAH 3 project at Shelly is anticipated to be 

completed yet this year, and then plans will be to pave that in 2020.  Keith also addressed a 7 mile stretch of 

CR 10 which has been suggested for paving for several years from north of CSAH 39 up to CR 25.  After some 

discussion Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve hiring surveying the 7 mile stretch of CR 10 

to begin looking at paving, possibly in stages over the next few years.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Berndt noted that with the impending forecasted weather event, they will have equipment ready to 

go if needed.   

At 10:35 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources Consultant, addressed the board with HR updates.  The first 

item from Mr. Cariveau was a resolution to amend the 2019 agreement with gCARIVEAU & ASSOCIATES 

which terminated September 1, 2019.  Mr. Cariveau stated that he would like to extend the ending date of 

the current agreement from September 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019.  All other aspects of the agreement 

would remain the same.  This would align future agreement based on a calendar year.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 10-08-2019-1 to amend the agreement end date to December 31, 

2019.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.   A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

The next item on Mr. Cariveau’s docket was the Notice of Pay Equity Compliance submitted in early 2019.  

Mr. Cariveau provided the board with a Resolution to Acknowledge Notice of Pay Equity Compliance.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 10-08-2019-2 to Acknowledge Notice of Pay Equity 

Compliance.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

Mr. Cariveau then shared a request from Chris Kapella, Labor Representative for AFSCME Council 65, 

indicating their desire for Norman County to conduct a Comparable Worth Salary Study related to the 

Highway Dept employees.  Mr. Cariveau noted that gCARIVEAU & Associates would be able to facilitate this 

process if desired.  After some discussion it was decided to table this to enable contacting the labor attorney 

for consideration.   

At 10:55 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to the county participating in the 

Minnesota Association of Governments Investing for Counties (MAGIC Fund).  David explained that he and 

A/T Hanson had met with Melissa Birdsall of PFM Asset Management, representing the MAGIC Fund, on 

September 23, 2019.  Both he and Donna felt that this could be another tool for investing some of the 

counties funds to gain increased interest revenue.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to adopt CR 10-08-2019-3 a Resolution to Join the MAGIC Fund.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution passed unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on 

file in the A/T Office.   

At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as submitted:  

Revenue -- $187,833.63  Road & Bridge -- $138,355.74  County Building - $3,137.90 

County EDA - $28.16   Public Health -- $4,421.49  Solid Waste -- $682.00 

County Ditch - $605.70  County Homes -- $360.00  Airport Authority - $2,129.20 

TOTAL -- $337,553.82 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:05 a.m. Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting.      

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


